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Music Vocabulary Progression 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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voice, voice sounds, 
sound, instrument, 
loud, quiet, high, low, 
squeaky, soft, deep, 
body sounds, body 
percussion, sound, 
tempo, fast, slow, 
rhythm, beat, 
instrumental sounds, 
tempo, fast, quickly, 
slowly, 
dynamic, loudly, 
quietly, environmental 
sounds, pitch, middle, 
nature sounds 

music, dance, tempo, 
move, Diwali, 
celebration, traditional, 
Hanukkah, Hora, 
kinnor, harp, flute, 
Jewish, 
trumpet, cymbals, 
tambourine, shofar, 
Kwanzaa, Africa, 
culture, call, response, 
drum, rhythm, beat, 
instrument, Christmas, 
Christian, sleigh bells, 
actions, action songs, 
voice sounds, body 
percussion 

actions, action songs, 
sign language, 
Makaton, deaf, 
communication, 
communicating, 
understand, lyrics, 
verse, beat, music, 
heartbeat, pulse, 
steady, repeat, 
constant, drum, piece, 
composer, tempo, fast, 
moderate, medium, 
slow, dance, pitch, 
high, low, sound, 
whistle, triangle, siren, 
cello, perform, 
performance, audience 
 

classical music, pitch, 
high, low, tempo, fast, 
slow, dynamic, loud, 
quiet, musical story, 
lyrics, melody, 
character, instrument, 
song, actions, 
percussion, compose, 
perform, performance 

car, boat, train, beat, 
fast, slow, speed, 
cruise, rowing, water, 
symbols, slower, 
faster, stopping, 
journey, 
score 

music, musical 
instrument, band, 
sound, shake, tap, 
bang, strum, jingle, 
tempo, dynamic, pitch, 
beat, 
orchestra, sound, 
rhythm, beat, 
conductor, wind, 
strings, percussion, 
brass 
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 pulse, singing voice, 

speaking voice, 
thinking voice, rounds 

beat, fast, singing 
voice, slow, speaking 
voice, warm up 

dynamics, instrument, 
seaside, soundscape, 
symbol, volume 

character, voice, 
sound pattern 

high, low, pattern, 
performance, pitch, 
tempo 

dynamics, pitch, rest 
(gap), sound pattern, 
tempo 
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call and response, 
sound pattern, 
dynamics 

dynamics, encore, 
instrumental sound, 
sound effect, tempo 

composer, dynamics, 
pitch pattern, planet, 
representation, 
soundscape, tempo, 
stave, notes, treble 
clef, crotchets, minims, 
rests 
 

composer, 
composition, 
dynamics, inspiration, 
pitch,  semi-breves 

legend, myth, 
composition, notation, 
rest, rhythm, structure, 
tempo, two half beats, 
one beat 

dot, low, notation, 
phrase, pitch, stave 
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