
MEET THE MEMBERS 

  

Mr Adrian Pierssene 
 

 

I was born in Birmingham, but I have lived in Solihull since the age of 2 attending Our 
Lady of the Wayside and St Peters schools along the way. 
I have spent 20 years working across various sectors of the construction industry 
(including housing, pharmaceuticals, highways, rail and energy) including 10 years as 
a construction buyer on projects throughout the UK and I am a chartered procurement 
professional.  I have worked at National Grid since 2011 in various commercial and 
project management roles on major infrastructure schemes both onshore and offshore 
in the UK and across Europe.  I currently head the delivery of a project to rewire the 
south of London. 
I met Jen when I was 22, we are married with 2 kids. Fletcher who is 13 and Darcey 
who is 11. 
In the little spare time that I do have I enjoy playing football and golf and socialising with 
friends and family 

Mr Nigel Smitten 
 
 

 

I have held a number of senior leadership positions in both the Aerospace and 
Automotive sectors. As a senior manager and programme executive over the last 20 
years I have led a number of large teams and had financial control over significant 
budgets both capital and revenue.     
In my previous role as programme executive in Rolls-Royce I had accountability for a 
large Global team with the responsibility for the delivery of a number of significant 
transformation projects in the supply chain. 
From December 2015 I took up a new position at Jaguar Land Rover, leading Logistics 
Planning and Strategy for International Manufacturing.  
In addition to the significant leadership roles during my career, I have been actively 
involved in the mentoring and development of all levels of trainee within the various 
organisations I have worked within. 
I have been on the Board of Governors at Streetsbrook and Chaired both Finance and 
Childcare Committees.  
One of my core beliefs and values is the ongoing development of people, this combined 
with the experience from my leadership roles in business, means I bring a unique 
combination of skills to the Governing body at Streetsbrook.   This experience and the 
in-depth knowledge of the school, provides a balanced set of skills and knowledge 
which will be essential as part of the leadership team to support the next phase of 
growth for Streetsbrook. 
 

Miss Sophie Lawless 
 
 

 

I am a full time Associate Solicitor with DAC Beachcroft LLP after qualifying in 1999 and 
having since been with my current employer for 15 years. 
 
I work in the field of personal injury dealing with claims involving catastrophic brain and 
spinal injuries for insurance companies, a role which involves a lot of marketing and PR.  
I focus primarily on dealing with claims now but have in the past managed teams of 
solicitors supervising work, dealing with performance management and a range of HR 
issues. 
 
Outside of work, I am Mother to two children who keep me very busy.  In my spare time, 
I have a keen interest in photography and reading as well as hosting ‘Contact the 
Elderly’ meetings from time to time. 
 
I was appointed Governor in January 2015 and am pleased to be an ongoing Member 
of Streetsbrook Academy Trust which I see as a progressive and innovative school.  
 

 


