
Welcome



Early phonics and 

Reading workshop for 

Parents 

2026



One of the greatest gifts adults 

can give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



• Massive Vocabulary Growth: Daily reading exposes children to 

nearly 290,000 to over 1 million words by the age of 5

• Academic Achievement: Children who read for pleasure, or are 

read to, perform better in school, with research indicating an 

improvement equivalent to 8 months of extra schooling

• Stronger Well-being: Daily readers are three times more likely to 

have higher well-being

• Cognitive & Emotional Development: Reading improves focus, 

memory, imagination, and empathy

• Long-Term Impact: Early reading habits are linked to higher 

qualifications and social mobility in adulthood

If you read with your child every 

day…..



Early Learning Goal for Reading

Comprehension ELG:

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them 

by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and 

recently introduced vocabulary; 

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; 

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during 

discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems 

and during role-play. 



Early Learning Goal for Reading

Word Reading ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 

digraphs; 

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by 

sound-blending; 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent 

with their phonic knowledge, including some common 

exception words (tricky words)



Phase 3 sounds

Phase 3 sounds taught in Reception Spring 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvOuc7cWXxc


Phase 3 Tricky Words 



Matching words to pictures 



Spring 2 assessment words 



Phase 4 Tricky words 



Summer Assessment 



Daily catch up

• Approximately 80% is 
secure (this can vary)

• Between 60-80% a little 
extra focus on gaps

• Below this, extra daily catch 
up

• Ten Minute daily extra 
practise

• Individually or in small 
groups

• Revisit graphemes in 
reading session

• Re-assess after 3 weeks 



Reading Practice sessions

• 3 x sessions per week

• De-coding     Prosody    Comprehension

• Flash cards first

• Blend in head

• Tap into read



Reading - Reception | Letters and 

Sounds

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/reception-2/reading-reception/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/reception-2/reading-reception/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/reception-2/reading-reception/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/reception-2/reading-reception/




• Your child should be able to 
read their book without your 
help.

• They might sound out words 
and blend them before they 
read them fluently.

• If they can’t read a word, read 
it to them.

• Talk about the book and 
celebrate their success.

Listening to your child read 

their phonics book



How can I help at home?



Any 

questions?
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